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“... Pali should be regarded as a form of
Magadhi, the language in which Buddha himself
had preached. This language of Buddha was
however surely no purely popular dialect, but a
language of the higher and cultured classes
which had been brought into being already in
pre-buddhistic times through the needs of inter-
communication in India. Such a lingua France
naturally contained elements of all dialects, but
was surely free from the most obtrusive dialectal
characteristics. It was surly not altogether
homogeneous.”
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